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OK 
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LOS ANQKIvES, 1895. 



PRESIDENT'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 



BY E. BAXTER. 

[Delivered, January 7, 1895.] 

Fellow Members of the Historical Society of Southern California — 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It is incumbent upon your president to present to you some suggestions,. 
on assuming the duties of his office. 

What I shall say to-night may not be different in its material features 
from what has been presented by my predecessors — only common place — 
neither original nor new. 

Our constitution declares the objects of this society to be : "The col- 
lection and preservation of all material which can have any bearing upon the 
history of thp Pacific coast in general and of Southern California in particu- 
lar ; the discussion of historical, literary or scientific subjects, and the read- 
ing of papers thereon ; and the trial of such scientific experiments as shall be 
determined by the society." 

The word "history" is said to be derived from a Latin word signifying a 
matter of record ; or Greek words signifying knowing, learned ; and, to- 
inquire, explore, or learn by inspection or inquiry. History, therefore, in- 
cludes, or treats of, almost everything we know, see, do or suffer, present as 
well as past. 

Since our organization other societies have come into existence in this 
city, and in Southern California, among which might be mentioned the Scien- 
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tific Society, which, its name would indicate to be devoted more exclusively 
to the study and discussion of scientific subjects, and enjbracing questions no't 
historical, aside from the facts it seeks to establish, the existence of which', 
When settled, properly becomes a matter of history. Among others also 
iinight be mentioned the Friday Mornirig Club — more exclusively for women. 

These other societies deal mostly with subjects not 'nedessairily ' pertinent 
to the line of our investigations, and which we may well leave out of our 
plans, recognizing the sister societies as co-ordinate with ours, each having its 
own Sphere and its own si>ecisirwork. But in' so' far as it is necessary to in- 
Vestigiite' the brigin,' formatioh or history 'of rock's, ores^ shells, fishe's, reptiles, 
beasts and birds, and eVen'bfmkn himself in many cases, from relics and 
fragmentary remains, by scientific knowledge, "which points to certain eras in 
the world's existence, and again, by reflection, dbtermlne the eras by theii^ 
present condition and sometimes by petrified particles, we cannot wholly sepa- 
rate history from science. ' 

S6me of bur newer citizens, recently arrived on this coast, who naturally 
wish to join and take part with us, are persons who fiave been interested ih 
the history of other parts of" oiir couhtry, east ' oV the great "divide," "and ill 
scientifico-historical subjects there. ' Their minds have bden actively trained 
on the very lines which will refader thfeffl ouf most valuable members. These 
cannot write or speak with personal knowledge bf the histbrj^, either animate 
or inanimate, of Southern California of of the Pacific coast. But they can 
give us instructive and exceedingly ihterestihg ' essays of histbfiial papers, 
■regarding or concerning the localities where they have lived, and, in fact upon 
Subject:^ affecting the' whole counWy, which will tend to' throw light on the 
"history of this coast, or of its aborigines of earlier occupants; as, for instance, 
many of the eastern Indiaii tribes, their habits, oc6upations, tbmbs, etc., 
which will serve to show their relation or otherwise to those of this doast and 
locality. 

For the benefit of any such, who have doubted their ability to assist us, 
and doubt their being able to derive any benefit frtifti ' membefship in our 
society; I deem it not amiss to say here,' that we have alwkys Warmly Wel- 
comed and highly appreciated all Well dbnsidered papers 6f that nature, 
though tliey bnly indifectly, or by coihparisort', affect the history bf Califor-- 
nia. In fact, most of us are comparatively new residents, who came froni 
localities distant frbm each other and fVom this coast. New comers, tob, 
are inclined to seek old res'idents ' a6d ask' questions. Information thus 
obtained is frequently new to older settlefs. 

It is neither necessary nor practicable that this society or its mem- 
bers or contributors confine their efforts to the discbvery or fecofd of 
events or facts, one hundfed, fifty, thirty, tWenty, bf eVen five years in 
'the past. True, We have members' whd know something of the more an- 
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Cient history of our State, and. this part of the State,, by personal acquaints 
ance with,tl<e former oQcypaiits who have, gone from earth. M^ny more 
are not members .who have r,etentive memories of the .earlier tim^s. The 
acquaintance of , such should b? cultivated aqd theijr store-hpuse? unlocked 
whenever we can find, them, that the more important facts may be recorded 
and given to the world. 

., It is w;ell to record and preserve the record of the more recent events 
9ts they occur, pr as, soon after^as they cai^ be impartially weighed. The 
last two years have been eventful. 4 great financial, panic .has swept qver 
jthe land. , ,We should endeavor tp put in brief, .compact and concise form, 
its effect, upon, this coast; apd, especially Southern Galifornia. The record 
of it in periodicals is SB[»othered jn cljaff; we, want < only the wheat. . This 
crisis ha? bee;n followed by a year. of aim ost ur^para^eled jiepression, stagna; 
,tion of business and enfprced, idleness,^ of thousands of people. Men have 
ppngregatpd in wh,at seemed to be armies, and marched across the, country 
to. and fro. . Traffic and travel and lab.or have been suspended l?y edicts froni 
secret or^lers ; and . lawlessness has. supervened in such proportions, as to cal.l 
out the pjilitary arm of ,lhe gpvernment. Jt is Well, knowt^ that the report? 
that went abrpa^ and were published it^ the East, of the part that California 
-and CalifprnianSy and Southern Californians enacted, were fearfully distorted, 
-and even now have not been corrected. 

So, also,, locally we; have ^the strange anomaly that, during, the very 
."hardest" times, wh^n thousands, are on the ve^-ge, and many actually over 
,5he verge jinto.the .vprtex of financial, fuin, we have an era of building of. costly 
^nd commodious blocks, business houses, and even of dwellings, that is phe* 
nomenal. 

Some of us should crystalize these facts, briefly but not dryly. 
,,. The.first impressions o,f new-cpmers, notes pf things most noticeable, of 
what is, or was when they first came, written down and presented, here, in 
future years, and even now, if read abroad as endprspd by this society, would 
be both interesting and yajuable history. , Such papers are sure to call atten- 
tion to, the distinctive feature.5 of Souther^ California. They would be the 
records of events, practically written on the spot. What is now, will be his- 
tory of the past, next year. 

Doubtless most, of u? are usually impressed w.ith the idea that our own 
experiences are all or, nearly all, commonplace- But J apprehend there are 
few, if ^ny, ,who, do not regret that they did npt put in writing and preserye 
^he repord of many events and facts knowq to them a score or more years 
ago, that then seemed trivial, but now seem very important. We all knov^ 
that not all the history of a period, and seldom all the facts concerning a 
single event, can be written by a single individual, even though an eye-wit- 
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ness. Our society suggests perpetuity, and perpetuity is only obtained by 
continued activity. We are all engaged in other pursuits than writing or dis- 
covering history. Therefore each can only bring a fragment. 

I made mention of the Scientific Society and others co-ordinate with 
ours. 'A suggestion has been made that an, association of all the Historical, 
Scentific and Literary societies existing here be formed for mutual benefit. 
The several societies might thus, both help and relieve one another. I com- 
mend this suggestion to your attention. 

There is one matter of business to which I will call attention. It is an 
evil which affects all volunteer societies. The entrance fee to this society is 
two dollars ; the annual dues are three dollars, payable quarterly. This has 
been, so far, our only source of revenue. We are not only an association, but 
a corporation, of which every member is a part ; and by signing the roll of 
members, every member pledges himself or herself to aid the rest, to bear a 
proportionate share of the burden and expense of the Society, at least to the 
extent of the annual dues, while the Society as a whole promises to each a 
share of the benefits. By signing the roll, a member assumes an obligaMon 
to pay his dues as fully as if he signed his promissory note for the amounts 
as they become due. But in looking over the list of members on the Treas- 
urer's books, I find the names of more than forty members who, within nine 
or ten years — mostly since 1890 — have been marked, "dropped for non-pay- 
ment of dues." Some have never paid any dues, and none are thus marked 
who are not two years or more in arrears, except those who have refused — not 
simply neglected — to pay dues. The aggregate of dues thus lost to the Society 
is over five hundred dollars. This does not include those who have died or 
moved away before they were "dropped." And all these "dropped" might 
be restored on paying arrearages. The list includes perhaps a score of occu- 
pations, professions, etc., mechanics, physicians, teachers, professors, mer- 
chants, literary men, lawyers, and even judges, and some more or less promi- 
nent members of religious societies. The sums are usually so small that it 
would be expensive to collect them by suit. Some are "outlawed," and 
many of these non-paying members have no property ; while others are well- 
to-do. Our Treasurer has no salary, and much time would be required to 
collect, of those who are collectable, by persistent dunning. I simply lay the 
matter betore you. 

This Society is the owner of no abiding place and is not even able to 
p&.y rent for a room. The City permits us to hold our meetinsrs in a court 
room and the County allows us to keep our valuables in the court house; but 
in each case we are tenants by sufferance We should continually keep in 
view our need of a permanent home. We need all the money equitably due 
us, and if possible should devise some means to collect dues of those on our 
rolls. The Treasurer's report shows no surplus of money after paying for 
the annual publication. Biit there are many dues that will doubtless yet 
be voluntarily paid. . 

It is earnestly hoped that a greater interest may be awakened among 
those able to assist us, as well, as our present membership, which should 
be continually increased; and that the Society may early be placed on a 
more solid and permanent basis. 



